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 P r e f a c e 

The advanced training program for facing the past and peace building 
by Peace Action took place in 5 phases during 2019-2020. It was realized 
with activists from the country and it consisted of a series of meetings 
for planning peace initiatives and a study trip to Kosovo, during which 
related civil society organizations were visited.

The advanced training program for facing the past and peace building 
(2019-2020) was attended by a total of twenty-one participants. The 
program aimed to encourage the activists to act proactively and have 
the opportunity to plan, share and implement peace initiatives in the 
country. This program also included a mentoring process between Peace 
Action and the participants.

In the last phase, all the participants from the advanced group 
shared their action plans for peace initiatives and expressed a desire 
for their implementation. Unfortunately, the pandemic in 2020 brought 
difficulties in this process and for that reason some of the planned 
activities were not realized. The advanced program resulted in seven 
realized actions, peace initiatives by a total of nine participants.
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 � One-day workshop “Peace Building”  
Valent ina  Matovska

 � “Hey, Mum”  
Dorothy Pachkova

 � “Do not let gender limit you”  
Teodora  Sokolova

 � Focus group “Women”  
Fitore  Baft i ja

 � “Women’s Free Zone”  
Andrea Vel inova,  Jovana Zdravevska

 � “Think a little”  
Elena Saveska

 � Mural “Wall of Peace in the Old Skopje Bazaar”  
Valon Kuci ,  Jetmir  Asani

Articles on peace initiatives are also available in Albanian and 
Macedonian language on the Peace Action website: www.mirovnaakcija.
org.

Many thanks to all those involved in the advanced program and to 
the activists who implemented their initiatives supported by the Peace 
Action.

Training team: Boro Kitanoski, Albulena Karaga, Emrah Rexhepi, 
Goran Taleski, Fllanza Jusufi-Saliu.

Marina Gjorgjioska-Kitanoska was also involved in the mentoring 
process.

Special thanks to our partners from the Training and Networking 
Center for non-violent action Kurve Wustrow from Germany. 

 F l l a n z a  J u s u f i  S a l i u 
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One-day  
workshop  
“Peace Building”
 V a l e n t i n a  M a t o v s k a 

The starting point upon which I built the activity was the need to 
reach a target group from a rural context, which is at the same time in 
some way, directly or indirectly related to peace issues in our society, 
i.e. the issue of peace building and facing the past. At the same time, 
following the personal impression that the representation of activities 
realized in the rural areas is lower than the urban ones, and having the 
opportunity for change and space for action, I conceived a one-day event 
in the form of a full-day workshop on “Peace Building” which aimed 
to set a space for discussion and raise issues related to peace building 
and facing the past, to foster cooperation between participants and to 
strengthen group support.

The preparations for the workshop took place in cooperation with the 
non-governmental organization Center for Education and Development 
– CED from Tearce who were in charge of the logistical preparation of 
it. The workshop was realized on September 30th, 2020, in the working 
spaces of CED in Tearce with the participation of 12 participants. The 
group consisted of participants at the age of 15 to 30 with residences 
in Tearce, Prshovce, Odri, Kamenjane, Bogovinje and Tetovo: 4 male 
and 8 female participants. Namely, the workshop was divided into two 
parts – the first one aimed to enable the participants to get to know 
each other and to create an initial atmosphere of belonging to the group. 
The second part of the workshop was intended for peace building, i.e. in 
that period of time we tried to present our perceptions of what peace 
building means and to start the complexity of the issue itself. For that 
purpose, the participants in groups made presentations on how they 
understand peace, and afterwards, through the barometer we tried to set 
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space for sharing views and finally, as a kind of rounding, and through 
all the experience so far we tried to set personal frames for peace, and 
to offer definitions that would be our starting point to follow in its 
further construction and living. The very type of activity, in the form of 
a workshop, also followed my personal interests in working with a group 
and facilitating of it.

At the very least, the tendency to design a workshop that sets up 
an open space for young people from different backgrounds to closely 
exchange personal views and life experiences, to have an opportunity 
to hear the other’s stories, is in itself one of the steps that contribute to 
peace building. On the other hand, recognizing the need of how important 
it is to work on these processes in our society by CED, an organization 
that works and operates in the Municipality of Tearce, their support and 
cooperation is a confirmation that this or a similar type of activity is 
one of the ways which contribute to bring the culture of dialogue closer 
together.

The realization of an activity in a rural context, closely related to peace 
issues in our society, such as the Municipality of Tearce, a municipality 
that is one of the affected by the conflict in 2001, for me as a participant 
in the Training program for peace building and facing the past was a 
huge challenge the possibility itself with the current capacities at my 
disposal to set a space on which the topic of peace building will be 
developed. Since I come from a rural area, the animation and inclusion 
of young people from such an environment was personally important 
to me, namely, my impression is that young people in urban areas have 
greater opportunities to include and share their authentic contribution 
to current processes in society, and the same in rural areas are less 
frequent, so coming to the rural area and offering a workshop in their 
field was a step for me towards improving this picture. Participating 
in the Basic training and Advanced program for me was a continuous 
process of opening up identity important issues. It was a shaking the 
subconscious boxes and raising awareness of past experiences. The 
experience I will bring from this program would combine the feeling 
of a created atmosphere of empathy, support and increase of personal 
capacities for action. At the same time, it means breaking the prejudices, 
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stepping out of the comfort zones and listening to the story on the other 
side. The long-term cooperation with the participants and the training 
team was a source and outburst of transactions which inevitably 
brought transformations, realizing that personal changes are possible. 
I come out of this program networked with gained collaborators and 
friendships with who we share similar values, encouraged by social 
actions and changes.

The whole mentoring process is a pleasant and positive experience 
for me. It meant cooperation, selfless support and freedom to carry 
out the planned activities independently. Consultations went regular, 
respecting the deadlines and steps from the action plan.

 V a l e n t i n a  M a t o v s k a 



P i c t u r e  n o . 1 :        
A workshop  
for peace building
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P i c t u r e  n o . 2 :        
A workshop  
for peace building
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Dorothy Pachkova is a feminist and activist who advocates for 
implementation of the single mothers’ rights through a direct support 
and continuous work for creating public policies for these citizens. She 
was a participant in the Basic training of Peace Action in 2014, but also 
expressed a desire to be a part of the Advanced program for peace building 
and facing the past (2019-2020). She presented her commitments, 
personal and social, through the planning and implementation of the 
peace initiative “Hey, Mum” which was realized in 2020. Her peace 
initiative is contributing to the creation of public policies for single 
mothers during the pandemic. In addition, read her impression and 
article on the realization of the “Hey, Mum” initiative.

“Hey,  Mum”, self-sufficiency in 2020 
in the Republic of North Macedonia – an 
interdisciplinary comparative case study

In the beginning of 2020, Peace Action, through its Advanced 
program for peace building and facing the past, started advocating a 
research project with the author, the gender expert Dorothy Pachkova, 
to face the past by creating the beginnings of peace zones, for single 
mothers.

With the emergence of the initial idea, preparatory activities for 
an interdisciplinary project began, which from the very beginning 
was entitled “Hey, Mum”. The project initially aimed to investigate 
comparatively: what challenges single Macedonian mothers and single 
Albanian mothers face, but also to mobilize towards self-support a larger 

“Hey, Mum”
 D o r o t h y  P a c h k o v a 
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group of women who once were, are or are perceived as future single 
mothers. To encourage all women to coexist and show solidarity and 
to strengthen their sense of community. To denormalize the violence 
they experience through detachment / destigmatization. To make 
recommendations directly  from  the target group  and to be presented 
to the decision  makers. To raise the public awareness regarding 
discrimination against the target group, thus contributing to peace in 
terms of gender (in)equality.

The methodology used in this research is based on empirical data, 
which includes qualitative research.

The purpose of the research is situational, which means only to 
indicate the situation, as a sufficient basis for initiating a change in 
relation to the thesis.

This methodology derives from the analysis of live data forms. The 
researcher collects or co-creates raw research data through surveys, 
ethnography and/or interviews. This marks the data with two unique 
qualities that enable a built-in level of data authenticity. First, the data 
is fresh and unique; and secondly the research is interactive. The level 
of authenticity of living data is, according to some researchers, perhaps 
critical in nature, but it is also realistic and comes into direct contact 
with the target group around which the thesis is based.

The final version of this case study is self-emerging under the 
pressure of the Covid-19 state of emergency, collecting and systematizing 
very relevant data in times of extreme stress that contributes to radical 
unrest.

This article selectively examines, from a feminist perspective, the 
target group to identify ideas and practices that have influenced the 
relatively young research framework of gender studies, taking living 
female experiences as the main reference. Feminism deconstructed 
some of the dominant discourses in gender studies, opened new frontiers 
of inquiry, provided new meanings to concepts such as diversity, 
positions of (un)peace, security, development and asymmetries of power 
and helped generating a number of useful hypotheses. The feminist 
contribution to gender studies can be understood in many areas, but the 
strongest research motive for the author of this analysis remains the 
possibility of changing for better the lives of the target group.
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The crisis management millennium has taken on a different 
dimension from this new emergency perspective, and it would be 
impossible not to integrate segments of it into this record, which will 
certainly remain a stamp of time, 2020, on radical impossibilities, 
especially for single parents and all members of single-parent families.

The interdisciplinary comparative case study “Hey, Mum” was 
presented at a public zoom event on December 30, 2020, where key data 
collected were presented, 13 photographs of activists who applied to 
symbolically support and contribute to women’s solidarity, with their 
own photos.

It remains for the field of research to deepen and to draw relevant 
conclusion that will offer practical and long-term solutions in 
overcoming the extremely unfavourable situation of single mothers in 
the country.

 M a r i n a  G j o r g j i o s k a - K i t a n o s k a 
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P i c t u r e  n o . 1 :        
Exhibition of photographs 
of single mothers, heroines

P i c t u r e  n o . 2 :        
Exhibition of photographs 
of single mothers, heroines
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“Do not let gender limit you” aimed to reach all active citizens on the 
social platform Instagram through illustrations that showed people who 
were dealing with certain professions and hobbies, for which there are 
prejudices and stereotypes based on gender. It officially started at the 
end of August and lasted until the beginning of October.

Appropriate descriptions of the illustrations were devised: the first 
post was an open box, followed by an informal explanation of what 
constitutes gender, i.e. that it is a performance or social construct created 
and built on the ground of social norms. Then came an explanation of 
the campaign, and with the fourth announcement we officially began to 
publish the illustrations with their descriptions. On average, two or three 
illustrations were published per week – while one campaign manager 
came up with the descriptions and another person came up with the 
illustrations themselves. The campaign was promoted by sharing 
stories on their profile, as well as on the profiles of the responsible 
people themselves, but also by other close people.

We consider the campaign a success and we believe that we have 
managed to reach many. What we have noticed is that the following has 
increased from the younger generations who liked the posts, because 
they are probably more active on the social platform Instagram.

“Do not let  
gender  
limit you” 
 T e o d o r a  S o k o l o v s k a 
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The post of a girl who drives a bus met with the most likes and 
attention, probably due to the specificity of a woman being a bus driver, 
given that the weight of being a woman driver is still great, women are 
generally considered bad drivers. Then, the illustration of a transsexual 
person  was quite noticeable and worth of attention, primarily because 
the soil of this country is too discriminatory towards these people, 
often placed in the background and on the sidelines. Well, that’s why we 
decided to make an illustration and a description in which the slogan 
was slightly changed and it said: “Do not let gender limit you”. And, as 
a third and especially important illustration for us was the one with a 
male educator – a phenomenon that is extremely rare in practice, and a 
profession that is automatically assigned to women, because as it says 
in the description: “care and emotion” belong to women, and “rationality 
and insensitivity” to work are exclusively masculine traits. 

Surprisingly for us, many people asked if and when the posting of 
new posts would continue and how we came up with the idea for such a 
campaign.

We were motivated and encouraged first by Peace Action, by their 
desire for change and their desire for cooperation. This was more than 
enough to come up with ideas, which we really have inexhaustibly a 
lot. Living under a predominantly patriarchal system, we believe that 
campaigns of this type are always needed and hope that this is only a 
small start to gender equality.

This activity contributes to peace building in a way that encourages 
people to think outside the box, or simply outside the box, and when we 
begin to awaken even one man, we know that we are on the right path to 
peace, because inevitably gender and peace are bound to each other, and 
they cannot do without each other.

Or, this would mean that by overcoming prejudices and stereotypes, 
knowing and embodying our mind – by working on ourselves, we can 
more easily reach a common goal – peace.
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My personal activist’s experience started since I was 15 years old, 
when I participated in activist actions or protests. The participation 
in the Basic training and the Advanced program as part of the Peace 
Action trainings, for me was another confirmation that in pain we have 
allies and those allies are not foreigners, they are our fellow citizens. 
That we need to act together, empathize together and work together.

It would be ungrateful to give any bad reviews to any of the mentors 
in Peace Action, as they are more than inspiring, each in a different way. 
And with Emrah, as the responsible mentor for the campaign, we did not 
have any misunderstandings or difficulties in the cooperation, I would 
say that we coordinated well and complemented each other.

 T e o d o r a  S o k o l o v s k a 
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P i c t u r e  n o . 1 :        
Description of illustration

P i c t u r e  n o . 2 :        
Description of illustration
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P i c t u r e  n o . 3 :        
Description of illustration

P i c t u r e  n o . 4 :        
Description of illustration
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P i c t u r e  n o . 5 :        
Description of illustration

P i c t u r e  n o . 6 :        
Description of illustration
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P i c t u r e  n o . 7 :        
Description of illustration

P i c t u r e  n o . 8 :        
Description of illustration
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P i c t u r e  n o . 5 :        
Description of illustration

P i c t u r e  n o . 6 :        
Description of illustration
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The purpose for the implementation of this focus group was the 
desire to create a space in which the voice of women will be heard on the 
topic of facing the past. The group was ethnically mixed and consisted of 
two Albanian and two Macedonian women. Aleksandra Stojkoska, Esfije 
Murtezani, Valmira Zaimi and Diana Stefanovska participated in it. The 
emphasis was on their personal stories and on getting a picture of the 
views of women related to the 2001 conflict. The current situation and 
how they see the future in this country. All of this, from the point of view 
of a woman, is based on their previous experiences and perceptions, 
attitudes, beliefs and evaluations.

This activity took place in several phases, with the initial phase 
aimed at preparing the participants for the final meeting which was 
realized with a one-day workshop and which contained the following 
topics: the role of women in our society and its role in the development 
of interethnic relations. Facing the past, focusing on their lives before, 
during, and after the 2001 conflict. The last topic that concluded this 
workshop was peace building and evaluation of the whole process.

The author of this activity, Fitore Baftija says: “Not always a 
single workshop has the capacity to be aware of every concept, every 
phenomenon, every pain, and every subjective assessment of the past 
or the present of the common life in Macedonia. But still, of course it 
has its own result because it brings to the surface very important things 
that the participants, perhaps so far, have not paid attention to.

Focus group “Women” 
 F i t o r e  B a f t i j a 
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A few quotes from the participants:
“There was patriarchy in our families, but it is even more painful 
and harder to fight when we see it in our institutions.” – Diana 
Stefanovska

“… we isolated ourselves at home and had nowhere to go, we 
were all scared, I had three older brothers who were afraid to 
take them, so it was said, it was like a movie.” – Valmira Zaimi

“The pain inflicted during the 2001 conflict resulted in you 
growing up overnight and becoming a woman as a child, and 
today I appreciate this pain because it has given me the maturity 
to think differently from others.” – Aleksandra Stojkovska

“… they started firing and I got scared, I went downstairs, 
I took the children inside, we were sitting at home for fear 
that something would happen, the first thought was a civil 
war, it was the scariest thing, to prevent not to happen what 
happened in other countries: Kosovo, Serbia, Bosnia, people 
were slaughtered, raped, that was the scariest thing.  For 
several days in a row, a bus was parked in front of our building, 
I had not seen NLA members until then, that bus started being 
bombed during the day, so we got out and left when the shots 
started here. I have memories, one bullet on the wall and on the 
balcony, when the shots started we were at home, we saw that 
people gather and run away.” - Esfije Murtezani.

The whole activity took place in Tetovo for a period of almost three 
months from October to November 2020. 

 F l l a n z a  J u s u f i  S a l i u 

P i c t u r e  n o . 1 :        
Women’s Focus Group Workshop
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Women’s Free Zone is an initiative to increase awareness of sexual 
harassment of women and girls in public in the city of Skopje. This 
initiative was followed by several activities divided into three main 
units. The first unit consisted of creating a new online platform on the 
social networks Facebook and Instagram, which produced content, 
the purpose of which was: awareness, education, detection of sexual 
harassment and encouraging appropriate response to it.

The focus of the second unit was on detecting and mapping sexual 
harassment in public spaces (streets, pedestrian zones and bus stops) in 
the city of Skopje, through an online research. Within this activity, an 
appropriate questionnaire was developed, with a specific focus on the 
forms and locations where the sexual harassment took place, and further 
the processing and analysis of the obtained data was approached. These 
data were published in the form of a report on the created online platform 
“Women’s Free Zone”, which along with the survey were translated into 
Albanian.

The third unit is complementary to the others, and was aimed at direct 
action in the public space by marking the public spaces in the city where 
sexual harassment most often occurred, based on the data obtained 
from the research. Within this unit, it was decided on the way of marking 
the public spaces, designing the content of the design and its printing. 
The whole activity ended with photographing and documenting the 

“Women’s  
Free Zone”  
 A n d r e a  V e l i n o v a ,  

 J o v a n a  Z d r a v e v s k a 

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02ScH7N0Jgu10gSbdMLEcAcOXRkuA:1619268471550&q=%D0%A4%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%83%D1%81+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80+(%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8,+%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B8+%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%83%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%98%D0%BA%D0%B8)+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%A1%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%98%D0%B5,+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%BD+%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5.&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZnquQ9ZbwAhWJ_qQKHQfSCRMQBSgAegQIARAw
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02ScH7N0Jgu10gSbdMLEcAcOXRkuA:1619268471550&q=%D0%A4%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%83%D1%81+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80+(%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8,+%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B8+%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%83%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%98%D0%BA%D0%B8)+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%A1%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%98%D0%B5,+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%BD+%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5.&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZnquQ9ZbwAhWJ_qQKHQfSCRMQBSgAegQIARAw
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02ScH7N0Jgu10gSbdMLEcAcOXRkuA:1619268471550&q=%D0%A4%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%83%D1%81+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D1%86%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%BD+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%82%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80+(%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8,+%D0%BF%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B8+%D0%B0%D0%B2%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B1%D1%83%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8+%D0%BF%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%98%D0%BA%D0%B8)+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%82+%D0%A1%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%98%D0%B5,+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D1%81%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B5%D0%B4%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BB%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%BD+%D0%B8%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B6%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5.&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjZnquQ9ZbwAhWJ_qQKHQfSCRMQBSgAegQIARAw


25

action and creating informative content. The activist action itself took 
place on the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, sending a message and a symbol of the importance of gender-
based violence.

The initiative stemmed from the desire for solidarity and joint struggle 
against sexual harassment, street harassment and misogyny, as well as 
our personal commitment to peace building in society by reducing the 
gender gap. Our idea was to increase the awareness of sexual harassment 
in public spaces, as well as to create safe (secure) spaces for women on the 
territory of the city of Skopje.

Gender plays an important role in the relations between individuals 
as well as between individuals and society. We are witnessing gender 
inequality that permeates all segments of public, social and political life. 
Unequal distribution of power, patriarchal norms and traditional gender 
roles contribute to the normalization of gender-based harassment that 
escalates into violence, increases victimization among women and 
restricts their rights and freedoms.

One of the goals of this initiative was the actualization of sexual 
harassment in public spaces, its recognition in the direction of preventive, 
i.e. reactive response to it, as well as emphasizing the importance of 
gender relations and peace building. By breaking the spiral of violence 
through education, responding to harassment, empathy and solidarity 
with victims, we contribute to raising awareness and reducing gender-
based violence, which plays a significant role in striving to build lasting 
peace locally and globally.

Personal activist’s experience and participation in the Basic Training 
and the Advanced Program.

Jovana: “Basic training has contributed to my awareness and self-
reflection in relation to my values, positions and visions. I learned about 
the importance of action, first in my closest environment. I learned 
how slow but important even the smallest actions we take in creating a 
better society are. I have learned to be bolder and louder in dealing with 
the injustices I face on a daily basis. On the other side of the Advanced 
program, I discovered the importance of alliance and collectivism. I met 
people who restored my confidence and hope that change is possible. 
I became more responsible for my political actions. I saw the need to 
support and update specific social issues”.

https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk026ugM8P-28pk-KpWJUGPdPBJwEnA:1619271151504&q=%D0%98%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B5+%D0%BE%D0%B4+%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B1%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5,+%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B7.+%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D0%B7%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8+(%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B8)+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0
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https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk026ugM8P-28pk-KpWJUGPdPBJwEnA:1619271151504&q=%D0%98%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B5+%D0%BE%D0%B4+%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B1%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5,+%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B7.+%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D0%B7%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8+(%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B8)+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk026ugM8P-28pk-KpWJUGPdPBJwEnA:1619271151504&q=%D0%98%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B5+%D0%BE%D0%B4+%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B1%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5,+%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B7.+%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D0%B7%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8+(%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B8)+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0
https://www.google.com/search?sxsrf=ALeKk026ugM8P-28pk-KpWJUGPdPBJwEnA:1619271151504&q=%D0%98%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B8%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%B7%D0%B5+%D0%BE%D0%B4+%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B1%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D1%98%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BA%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%B8%D0%B2+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5,+%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B8+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%B6%D0%B1%D0%B8+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B3%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B4%D0%B1%D0%B0+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80+%D0%B2%D0%BE+%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%88%D1%82%D0%B5%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%83+%D0%BD%D0%B0%D0%BC%D0%B0%D0%BB%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%BE%D1%82+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B7.+%D0%9D%D0%B0%D1%88%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B8%D0%B4%D0%B5%D1%98%D0%B0+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D1%88%D0%B5+%D0%B7%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BC%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0+%D0%B7%D0%B0+%D1%81%D0%B5%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%83%D0%B0%D0%BB%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%82%D0%BE+%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D1%83%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%BD%D0%B0+%D1%98%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%82%D0%B5+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8,+%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE+%D0%B8+%D1%81%D0%BE%D0%B7%D0%B4%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%9A%D0%B5+%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B7%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%B4%D0%BD%D0%B8+(%D1%81%D0%B8%D0%B3%D1%83%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B8)+%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0
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Andrea: “In terms of personal participation in the Basic training, the 
Advanced training and now again in this one-year advanced program, 
I can share that it is a real rarity to find a (safe) space for dialogue, 
especially on social issues, in a constructive way, motivated to hear and 
see the other perspective, besides its own.

Regarding the connection between the personal activist experience 
and the trainings, I can share that it came naturally after five years of 
accumulation and exchange with the participants and the facilitators. 
The feeling that you are not alone in these social struggles is relieving 
and then naturally comes finding a channel through which I felt that 
your voice can be heard, through initiative, action, etc. It is the sharing of 
our personal stories through the trainings and the elaboration of various 
social issues that have built a foundation of allies in which injustices 
have been articulated, encouraged and united for active action and 
change.

The mentoring process with Albulena during the initiative was very 
precise, clear and full of confidence in the idea that grew into an initiative. 
We had full and unobtrusive support for any possible difficulties that 
arose. In fact, Albulena’s support played a significant role in terms of the 
success of our action. We had the opportunity to analyze and discuss all 
the steps of the action and to reflect on them.”

Period of realization of the activity: 1.9.2020 – 30.11.2020.

 A n d r e a  V e l i n o v a ,  J o v a n a  Z d r a v e v s k a 



27

P i c t u r e 
n o . 1 :        
Sexual 
harassment  
in public

P i c t u r e 
n o . 2 :        
Sexual 
harassment  
in public



P i c t u r e 
n o . 3 :        
Sexual 
harassment  
in public

P i c t u r e 
n o . 4 :        
Sexual 
harassment  
in public28



P i c t u r e 
n o . 5 :        
Sexual 
harassment  
in public

P i c t u r e 
n o . 6 :        
Sexual 
harassment  
in public
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“Think a Little” - 
Mendo Pakez,  
Mislin Hari 
 E l e n a  S a v e s k a 

“Think a little” is an online and offline campaign to raise awareness 
and conscience about the problems in society and actualize them. The 
campaign consisted of posters with various messages in three 
languages.  They were posted in public places, even on institutions 
relevant to the message. Attention was paid to the posting and posting 
of messages to correspond to the celebration of international days. 

After quarantines and curfews, I noticed that many of the negative 
phenomena and phenomena in society became more prominent than 
before. It is about increasing sexual harassment in the streets, nationalist 
and fascist symbols, police brutality and hatred in general, and we could 
witness the same on social networks. I thought that something had to 
be done about this situation and I had to address society immediately 
and directly. That is why it is “Think a little”, because it is necessary for 
the people to have awareness and conscience for the things they say and 
do. From experience from previous actions, I concluded that whatever is 
done, even if it is a little, is worth doing it, because it is still noticeable, 
and exactly what they will not agree with is the moment of change. 
Also knowing the current situation with the ethnic communities and 
languages, I considered that the presentation and perception of the 
messages in the three languages (Albanian, Romani and Macedonian) 
played a crucial role. If I could, I would do them in all the languages 
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that exist in the world, because I believe that the basic function of 
language is understanding. That they are used in our country as a field 
for polarization and politicization is sad and scary. Romani is especially 
important to me because so far, a small number of projects or initiatives 
have included it. 

Peace building can be seen in the inclusion of key issues or those 
that make up the positive peace in the activity itself. And precisely in 
the region where the status quo (read structural and cultural violence) 
prevails and harms.

Before the posters were posted, the most appropriate message and 
place where they would be seen was planned and thought about. Once 
that was determined, gluing was more like a technical activity. The first 
posters were the most difficult to stick and not only because of the 
weight of the message but because of the whole burden of systemic 
and cultural problems that are being addressed and the need for 
actualization. The curious and contemptuous glances that were directed 
while the messages were posted were in fact just one obstacle that will 
always appear when challenged: tradition, comfort, “normal” and the 
ordinary. Tearing or damaging the posters, i.e. that negative reaction is 
that it motivated me even more to continue, it was an indicator of the 
need for them. Only when I pasted the last poster I realized how much I 
have learned and how much things have really changed. 

The experience of the Basic training is truly unforgettable and 
lifelong. The emotional skills, abilities and knowledge gained in this 
training are the ones that are flagrantly lacking in the upbringing and 
education of the people in the country. It focuses on both personal and 
group development, as well as speaking and listening, and the future, 
too but also the present and the past. The ten-day peace republic is a 
republic in which the crucial foundation, value and obligation of each 
one is to be human to human. When such important and sensitive topics 
were discussed, the attention paid to determining the most appropriate 
way to get closer and establish a relationship with the topic was noticed, 
as well as other people. Basic training is where utopia becomes a reality 
and change a possible mission.
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The advanced program is especially to be welcomed as it focuses on 
individual and at the same time important topics of peace, as well as 
their quality processing. The gradation of gender and peace towards 
sexism and militarism and their connection really opens the eyes. Efforts 
to restore or retain traditional values have become clearer, and what has 
changed most about me is my thinking about the role of militarism and 
the military. There was also a start from the individual, up to the group 
awakening of the senses in order to see the whole puzzle, but also the 
parts that make it up.

The mentoring process was an authentic and unique process. 
Interests, patience, flexibility, trust, openness, are just a few 
characteristics that the mentor introduced in the mentoring process. 
Although it was a process that took place during a global pandemic, 
communication flowed smoothly. The mentor was with me every night, 
even when the posters were posted and other activities were done. 
Together we shared the happy and challenging moments. As a person 
who has never felt and had no idea what the mentoring process looks 
like and the role of the mentor in the implementation of activities, this 
process and the mentor model that I had the opportunity to experience, 
is one of the most memorable moments. It definitely raised the standards 
and the mentoring experience set itself as postulates for later similar 
experiences. Period of implementation of activity: October, November 
and December.

 E l e n a  S a v e s k a  



P i c t u r e  n o . 1 :        
A poster with a message 
in Romani language
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P i c t u r e  n o . 2 :        
A poster with a message 
in Macedonian language
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P i c t u r e  n o . 3 :        
A poster with a message 
in Macedonian language
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P i c t u r e  n o . 4 :        
A poster with a message 
in Albanian language
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P i c t u r e  n o . 5 :        
A poster with a message 
in Albanian language
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P i c t u r e  n o . 6 :        
A poster with a message 
in Romani language
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P i c t u r e  n o . 7 :        
A poster with a message 
in Albanian language
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This activity was carried out by Valon Kuci and Jetmir Asani in the 
Skopje bazaar in the period from 16 to 21 September 2020.

This mural represents the messages of peace, freedom, justice and 
equality. These worldviews are deeply interconnected, and are very 
important factors that play a major role in the world. Also on this mural 
there are several portraits of some of the most important activists who 
contributed to this path, such as: Mahatma Gandhi, Emma Goldman, 
Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King. Not forgetting to mention 
that we posted several quotes from the above mentioned activists on 
the mural.

As the main “culprit” for the idea, we will “blame” the trainings of 
Peace Action, i.e. the program “10 days of Peace Republic”. At the Basic 
training we came up with an idea and it was shaped during our journey 
from Basic to Advanced training. The idea was formed with the help 
of understanding and supports from this organization, whose training 
team I warmly welcome and thank for the training and everything else.

The mural is very important for the community in Skopje because it 
is located on the main and busiest street in the bazaar, where there were 
nationalist, fascist, malicious hate speech messages that stand there all 
the time. For this reason, we have chosen this location, wanting to send 
messages that we believe will contribute to building peace. Also, in this 
activity we collaborated with a famous artist, a graffiti artist, an activist 
from Chair – Dakog, by this we wanted to support local artists.

“Wall of Peace” 
 V a l o n  K u c i , 

 J e t m i r  A s a n i 
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We recommend the trainings to all young people, because I think 
they are one of the best, not only in the country, but also in the region. 
Thanks to these trainings you get to know yourself and others, you get 
to know and face the prejudices that in everyday life we usually find 
pushed under the rug or get around, and at the same time self-discovery 
through activism and trainings is of great importance.

During this activity, the mentoring phase also played an important 
role, where I want to greet our mentor and friend Buli, without his help 
and readiness, the activity probably would not have taken place at all.

 V a l o n  K u c i 



P i c t u r e 
n o . 1 :        
Wall of 
Peace

P i c t u r e  n o . 2 :        
Wall of Peace
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www.mirovnaakcija.org


